
 

Should governments have imposed 
tougher lockdown measures during the 

pandemic? 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a defining moment in the lives of individuals 

and governments all over the world. As cases continue to spike, countries across 

the globe have had to implement stringent measures such as lockdowns to 

contain the spread of this virus. While some people believe that governments 

should have imposed tougher lockdown measures during the pandemic, there are 

others who feel that the current measures, if implemented properly, could have 

been adequate.  

 

Those who believe that governments should have imposed tougher lockdowns 

during the pandemic cite the fact that it would minimize human contact and slow 

down the spread of the virus tremendously. It has been proven time and again 

that social distancing is one of the most important preventative measures against 

the virus. This is why they argue that governments should have taken a stricter 

stance and mandated complete lockdowns so as to keep people away from each 

other and reduce transmission. Another argument put forward by this group of 

people is that tougher lockdown measures would ensure economic stability in the 

long run, since it would help contain the spread quickly and limit the financial 

burden brought about by the pandemic. 

 

On the other hand, some people are of the opinion that tougher lockdowns would 

not necessarily be beneficial for everyone. They argue that in trying to contain the 

virus, governments must also consider its economic implications on citizens. It is 

true that lockdown measures can help slow down the spread of the virus, but 

they can also have a devastating effect on people’s livelihoods. This is why they 



argue that governments must take into account the economic impact of their 

decisions and understand that not everyone can afford lengthy lockdowns.  

 

Ultimately, it is up to governments to decide whether tougher lockdown 

measures should be imposed during the pandemic. However, it must be 

remembered that such decisions should not only consider the potential health 

benefits of the virus but also its economic implications on citizens. If a balance is 

struck between these two factors, then governments may be better equipped to 

implement measures that are both effective and socially acceptable.  

 

This argumentative essay has demonstrated both sides of the debate on whether 

governments should have imposed tougher lockdown measures during the 

pandemic. Ultimately, it is up to governments to decide which course of action 

will be most beneficial for their citizens in the long run. It is clear that whatever 

decision they make must be taken with both health and economic considerations 

in mind.  

 

This essay has shown that while some argue that tougher lockdowns would be 

beneficial in containing the spread of COVID-19, others emphasize the need to 

consider the economic impacts of such measures on citizens. Ultimately, 

governments must strive to balance both health and financial considerations 

when making decisions related to lockdown measures during this pandemic.  

 

 

 


