
Argumentative essay about death penalty with introduction body conclusion 

Are the Costs of the Death Penalty 
Excessive Compared to Life Imprisonment? 

 

Introduction  

 

The death penalty is a highly controversial issue in society today. It has been the 

subject of extensive debate, both in terms of its morality and effectiveness as a 

deterrent to crime. While some argue that it should be abolished as an inhumane 

punishment, many believe that it is a necessary and effective way to punish those 

who have committed serious crimes. This essay will examine both sides of the 

argument and present an argument in favor of life imprisonment without parole 

as a superior alternative to the death penalty.  

 

Body  

 

Proponents of the death penalty typically make three main arguments: that it is a 

deterrent, that it is morally justifiable, and that it saves society money. However, 

there are several problems with each of these arguments.  

 

First, the deterrent effect of the death penalty is questionable at best. Studies 

have shown that capital punishment does not significantly reduce crime rates in 

comparison to life imprisonment without parole. In fact, many states that do not 

use the death penalty actually have lower crime rates than those that do. This 

suggests that the death penalty is not a more effective deterrent than life 

imprisonment without parole. 

 



Second, many argue that the death penalty is morally justifiable because it is 

administered to those who have committed heinous crimes. However, there are 

multiple cases of wrongful execution throughout history, in which innocent 

people have been sentenced to death for crimes they did not commit. As such, it 

is impossible to guarantee that the death penalty will only be applied to those 

who deserve it, making it an unjust and inhumane punishment.  

 

Finally, proponents of the death penalty also argue that it saves society money 

because it is a cheaper alternative to life imprisonment without parole. However, 

this argument fails to take into account the high cost of appeals and retrials that 

accompany death penalty cases. In fact, research has shown that life 

imprisonment without parole is actually much cheaper than the death penalty. 

Thus, there is no financial incentive to support the use of capital punishment. 

 

Conclusion  

 

In conclusion, while some may argue that the death penalty is a necessary and 

effective punishment for serious crimes, the evidence suggests otherwise. The 

death penalty fails to act as an effective deterrent, is morally questionable due to 

the risk of wrongful executions, and is more expensive than life imprisonment 

without parole. For these reasons, life imprisonment without parole should be 

preferred over the death penalty as a form of punishment for serious crimes.  

 


