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 Gun control is one of the hottest topics in the United States of America today because of 

the many social consequences experienced by communities across America. The dispute over 

whether restrictions on the right to bear weapons constitute an excessive limitation on freedom 

and if there is a link between firearms and crime makes it a highly debated and emotive topic. 

Notably, the United States has the largest per capita number of firearms since it has an average of

120 firearms among every 100 Americans. There are 393,347,000 firearms in America 

(ProCon.org, 2020). Supporters of gun-control laws and policies argue that the policies will 

reduce crime rates and save more lives.

On the other hand, opponents of gun control policies argue that guns are useful in self-

defense and that more guns mean safer communities. It provides the pros and cons of control 

policies and concludes by taking a position. This essay takes a position that control argues that 

gun control policies are necessary for America today for safer communities.

The second Amendment of American protects the ownership of firearms. Interestingly, 

the second amendment was ratified 231 years ago in 1791. It was one of the first ten amendments

of the US Constitution under the bill of rights. Originally, the second amendment was created 

purposely to permit the formation of civilian militias to protect against an oppressive federal 

government and ensure “a free state” (ProCon.org, 2020). The culture has never been seized, and

as weapons technology advances, more deadly weapons, such as military-grade high-caliber 

weapons, are freely purchased across the nation. The effects of this gun culture started to be felt 

in the mid-twentieth century when mass shootings and crime incidents increased across America.

There have been 133 mass shootings in the United States in 40 years. Regrettably, the latest mass

shootings have taken place in schools and have involved shooting young school-going children. 

The latest shooting was the Robb Elementary school shooting in Texas that killed 21 people, 19 
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of them being young school-going children. Public mass shootings have been so common that 

one was happening In Chicago as this essay was drafted on 2nd November 2022. These tragic 

events have been causing emotive conversations across the nation without any significant 

changes being made. Nonetheless, the debate has become more serious after the Robb 

elementary shooting, especially in Texas, as the Gubernatorial elections approach. Even so, gun 

control policies would benefit American communities more than harm. 

The first argument for the advantage of gun control is that the policies will ultimately 

reduce gun-related deaths. This is true because guns are the leading cause of suicides, homicides,

and unintentional deaths. Data shows that between 1999 and 2016, there was 572,532 gun-

related death. Among those deaths, 37.3% were reported homicides, 58.8% were suicides, and 

2% were accidental deaths (CDC, 2020). The data further reveals that guns caused 677% of all 

homicides in the US, while 52.8% of all suicides were gun related. Impressively, a study 

conducted in 2016 by Lancet extrapolated that implementing background-checking policies 

before gun purchase could decrease firearm deaths by half. Further, the organization’s data also 

predicted that enforcement of gun licensing could reduce firearm homicides by about 82.5% 

(Kalesan et al., 2016). These figures clearly illustrate the urgent need for gun control measures. 

The simple presence of a gun in a home increases the chances of suicide and homicides. The 

chances remain high regardless of how safe the gun is kept.

Secondly, guns are rarely used for self-defense, even though most people oppose gun 

control measures in the name of safety. This is true because between 2007 and 2011, there were 

29,618,300 crimes committed, and only 235,700 victims, who make up 0.79% of all victims, 

used guns to protect themselves (Planty & Truman, 2013). According to procon.org (2020), one 
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out of 36 homicides is justifiable according to the USA. The statistics make the legislator's 

arguments on self-defuse absurd, as more people are dying than protected by guns.

It is agreeable that more guns among the public make it easy for guns to be stolen and 

end up in the wrong hands. It becomes simpler for people of all backgrounds to get and use 

firearms the more readily available they are to citizens. Some specific persons should not have 

access to firearms as they can kill many people with only the possession of a weapon. These 

include the mentally unstable, terrorists, and felons. Such individuals conducted most gun 

massacres in the US throughout the years. To be precise, 75% of all mass shooting cases were 

expected to use illegally owned guns. The Institute of Medicine reported that nearly all guns used

by criminals were illegally owned. Furthermore, even reports reveal that people with licenses to 

own concealed guns may never use them for crime, but the guns are likely to be stolen and be 

used in crime in the long run. It could be able to limit the occurrence of mass casualty 

occurrences by tightening regulations on lawful purchases.

Sadly, individuals who are not eligible to own guns, considering their medical and social 

backgrounds, can easily purchase guns today. The US law has exemptions for private-sale that 

never call for a person's history to be checked. Private retailers are permitted to sell a handgun to 

unlicensed citizens as long as they do not have reason to suspect that the buyer should not be 

allowed to own a firearm (Gaille, 2017). Even though various laws have filled this gap, ineligible

individuals can still buy guns. Nevertheless, gun control legislation restricting access to firearms 

could prevent this.

It is important to note that gun control does not necessarily mean that guns are to be 

confiscated by the authorities. The US constitution guarantees the right to keep and carry arms 

for self-defense. In recognition of this freedom, the US Supreme Court has invalidated firearm 
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limitation legislation. The seizure or limitation of firearms is not necessary for gun control. Gun 

violence may be decreased by something as straightforward as granting licenses and demanding 

proficiency in its usage (Gaille, 2017). Even better, funds may be put aside to make licensing and

safety courses affordable or free. 

One of the arguments that have been put forth as the disadvantages of gun control 

includes the fact that restrictions could create a black weapons black market. One can own a gun 

if they really want in the US (Gaille, 2017). Gun control laws try to add obstacles to the lawful 

ownership of weapons to further restrict ownership. Besides, individuals always falsify the 

documents used to do a background check before owning firearms (Gaille, 2017). Gun control 

laws will undoubtedly create another black market for firearms targeting individuals who want to

own firearms for self-defense.

Another controversial statement justifying doing away with guns is that gun control laws 

would make the government too powerful and make the US a less free state. Notably, the second 

amendment was enacted to allow the formation of civilian militias to prevent a dictatorial federal

government (Myvenn, 2022). Opponents of gun control laws argue that weapons control would 

increase the likelihood that the federal government will rule over the people with totalitarianism 

by granting the government too much authority. The National Rifle Authority claims that the 

Second Amendment enables ordinary people the ability to overthrow an oppressive government 

(Myvenn, 2022). The Second Amendment's guarantee of the right to own weapons also aims to 

protect ordinary citizens from being forced to live under such a government.

In conclusion, I support gun control laws. America is already feeling the worst-case 

scenario of letting citizens own guns. The original intention of the second amendment for the 

people to protect themselves from a dictatorial government no longer applies in twenty-first-
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century democracy, especially in the US. Also, the frequently argued reason for refuting gun laws

which is self-defense is not true because guns are killing more people and protecting very few 

people. The social impact is becoming more profound. Parents are anxious about taking their 

children to school, fearing that some mentally unstable person may come and shoot their 

children. The probability of one getting shot in a public mass shooting increases daily. It will be 

easier for law enforcement to deal with the fallout of gun restrictions, such as the black market 

than deal with the thousands of gun-related crimes and deaths. Even from an economic 

perspective, the government is losing a lot of resources investigating and jailing individuals 

involved in gun violence. 
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