
Should cigarette tax rates be increased to 
discourage smoking? 

 

Smoking is a well-recognized health hazard with many serious short-

term and long-term consequences, including increased risk of cancer, 

heart disease and stroke. Therefore, it should be discouraged in any 

way possible. One measure for this purpose could be the 

implementation of higher taxes on cigarettes. This argumentative essay 

will discuss whether cigarette tax rates should be increased to 

discourage smoking. 

 

Cigarette taxes are a form of “sin tax”, meaning they are specifically 

imposed on activities that are considered unhealthy or detrimental to 

society. An increase in cigarette taxes is likely to raise the price of 

cigarettes, thereby discouraging people from buying them and reducing 

the number of smokers. This is especially true of young people, who are 

more price-sensitive and less likely to purchase cigarettes if the cost is 

too high. Therefore, a higher tax on cigarettes could be an effective way 

to reduce smoking rates among this vulnerable population. 

 

Furthermore, higher cigarette taxes can provide additional revenue for 

governments that can be used to fund public health initiatives, such as 

anti-smoking campaigns, smoking cessation programs and research into 

the health effects of smoking. This additional funding can also be used 

to help provide healthcare to those affected by smoking-related 

illnesses. 

 



On the other hand, opponents of higher cigarette taxes argue that they 

disproportionately affect low-income individuals who are more likely to 

smoke than those with higher incomes. They claim that higher taxes 

can lead to an increase in the already existing disparity between rich 

and poor, as well as decrease overall consumer spending. Moreover, 

there are concerns that a higher tax on cigarettes could lead to more 

illegal smuggling of cigarettes, which would further reduce tax revenues 

and undermine the goal of reducing smoking rates.  

 

In conclusion, although there are some potential drawbacks to 

increasing cigarette taxes, the evidence suggests that higher prices can 

be an effective way to reduce smoking. The additional revenue 

generated could furthermore be used to fund public health initiatives 

that could help further reduce smoking rates and the associated health 

risks. Therefore, increasing cigarette tax rates should be seriously 

considered as a means of discouraging smoking.  

 


